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28 January 1963

MENORARDUN
SUBJECT: #Soviet Civil Air Beute teo Cuba

1. The Seviet eivil airliwe, Asrefiet, imsug-
arated its first regularly seheduled f1light frem
.mmunnvumurmxm.
The flight By a Soviet TU-114 four-emgine surboprop
trapsport opensd the first Seviet sir route iste

the "world's leagest regular noustep air serviee.”
A roundtrip flight is now soheduled te be flowa omse
‘k:.t.: rather than twice »s ammeunsed initially by

t aR.

2. The new route gees marth froa Nessov te
Mursaask and from there, after & step for refwel-
ing, dirvect to Navama over soutral wmaters of the
Norwegiaz and Greenland Beas, the Danish Straits,
the Atlantic Ocean and the Siraits of Nerida~—-b
total distance of more tham §,500 miles. ™he route
dmwtnnmmtmmodlumm—
tries, but the Seviets have rogusated the wse of
navigational and weather sids frem Serway, leoeland,
Canada, the UK and the UB. The flight fren Noscew
to Havana is covered im about 18 heurs fiying time;
the retura trip from Havane to Moscow is sherteaed

flying mmmwmm-mm the
prodblem of obtaising overflight and landing rights
from Yestern countries. These rights became in-
cressingly difficult for the soviets to ebtain after
the Cubaa crisis eruptad last October.

3. Although fregqusatly alleged to be an e -
pendabdle sireraft, the TU- 4 prodably is fully
capable of servicing the Neoseov-Eavaas route. Wain-
tenance difficulties, whieh are eemmon to this

it —f-r-:

ILLEGIB
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trapaport-——tho largset commeveial alveraft ia wee,
may preaent sous prebleas, bewever, and Nescov has
ampounced they are aseigniag five aireraft te the
Cuban route, pomeibly is antieipstion of such diffi-
culties. Tor the flight to Cuda the pamsenger load
has bLaen reduced to 90 frem the sormal 170 iz evdar
to carry more fuel. In addittea, wp to 17,000 pownds
ol freight ocsuld be curried éepesnding en the fwel
load. Previowsly the ealy regularly seheduled TU-114
aervice was o8 2 route connecting Noseeow and Ehabae-
rovak in the Seviet Yur Bast.

cc: Mr. Knoche 2/4/63
DDCI 2/5/63
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